
§ 94.11  CHICKENS; PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; RESTRICTIONS.  

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to permit or allow any chicken to run or fly at large 

within the corporate limits of the City. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, harbor, or have under his or its care, 

custody or control any cock or rooster chicken two (2) months of age or older.  The 

unlawful keeping or harboring of cocks or roosters is hereby declared to be a public 

nuisance. 

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, harbor, or have under his or its care, 

custody or control any chicken without a valid annual permit issued by the City.  The 

fee for an annual chicken permit shall be established by the City.  No permit shall be 

assignable or transferable either as to permittee, location or chickens.   

D. The requirements for the issuance of a permit by the City to own, keep, harbor, or 

have custody or control over a chicken are: 

a. No more than three (3) chickens shall be permitted on any lot of one (1) acre or 

less.  No more than four (4) chickens shall be permitted on any lot of more than 

one (1) acre. 

b. The chickens must be housed in a chicken facility and run approved by the City, 

such chicken facility and run to be maintained in compliance with all of the City’s 

requirements as a condition of the permit.  The requirements for the chicken 

facility and run include: 

i. The chicken facility and run must be in good repair, capable of being 

maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, free of vermin, obnoxious 

smells and substances; 

ii. The chicken facility and run shall not constitute a nuisance or disturb 

neighboring residents due to noise, odor or threats to public health; 

iii. The chicken facility and run shall prevent chickens from roaming at 

large; 

iv. The run shall be constructed to include metal wire fencing anchored to 

the ground and a fully enclosed roof or similar enclosure to prevent 

escape by chickens and entry by predators and general members of the 

public; 

v. The chicken facility shall be constructed of durable material and the 

flooring of any chicken facility shall be of a waterproof hard-surface 

non-porous material; 

vi. The chicken facility shall provide not less than three (3) cubic feet per 

occupant chicken, and the run shall provide not more than five (5) cubic 

feet per occupant chicken; 

vii. The chicken facility and run shall be located so as to be at least thirty 

(30) feet from any dwelling, sidewalk, street, alley, road, public 

building, park or recreation area; and 

viii. The chicken facility and run shall comply with all applicable City 

building and zoning codes and must be consistent with the 

requirements of any land use regulation. 

c. Offal, manure and waste material shall not be permitted to accumulate nor be 

confined in any manner that is conducive to the breeding or attraction of flies, 

mosquitoes or other noxious insects or in any manner that endangers the public 

health or safety.  All permit applicants must provide a statement of the method 



in which offal, manure and waste material accumulating from the chickens will 

be sanitarily disposed of at least once every seven (7) days;  

d. All grain, feed and feedstuffs intended for use as food for chickens shall be kept 

in tightly-fitted containers constructed to keep out vermin and wild animals; and 

e. The permit application shall be accompanied by adequate evidence, as 

determined by the City, that the applicant has notified all property owners and 

residents within 150 feet of the property lines of the property on which the 

chickens will be located, of the application.  The City may consider resident 

objections in deciding whether to issue a permit under this Section. 

E.  The slaughtering or destruction of chickens within the corporate limits of the City 

shall be prohibited.  (Amended by Ord. 10-1, 3/15/10) 

 

§ 94.12  PENALTY FOR VIOLATION.   

 

   Except as otherwise provided in herein, any person upon whom a duty is placed 

by the provisions of this Article and who shall fail, neglect, or refuse to perform such duty, or 

who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article, shall be deemed guilty of a Class II 

Misdemeanor as defined by section 131.22 of this Code.  If such violation may be and is 

disposed of pursuant to a Waiver of Appearance and Plea of Guilty, the fine shall be fifty 

dollars ($50.00).  Each day such violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.  

(Amended by Ord. 07-05, 5/7/07; Ord. 10-1, 3/15/10) 
 


